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After this training participants will: 
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Demonstrate 
working knowledge 
of the updates to 
WaMS concerning 
therapeutic 
behavioral 
consultation. 

Become familiar 
with expectations 
of connecting 
individuals with a 
behaviorist within 
30 days. 

Demonstrate 
working knowledge 
of the behaviorist 
search engine 
resource.

Learning Goals
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Therapeutic Behavioral Consultation 
Services

• Therapeutic behavioral consultation services may 
be helpful for individuals who have challenging 
behavior. 

• These services typically consist of: 
• Conducting a functional behavioral assessment 

• Developing of a BSP 

• Focusing on decreasing challenging behavior

• Increasing desirable/replacement behavior 

• Training for supporters on plan implementation
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Therapeutic Behavioral Consultation Services
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WaMS Update
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WaMS Update
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Goal: Service Authorization within 30 days of ISP meeting

A behaviorist is: 
• Board Certified Behavior Analyst/Licensed Behavior 

Analyst (BCBA/LBA) and Board Certified Assistant 
Behavior Analyst/Licensed Assistant Behavior Analyst 
(BCaBA/LABA) 

• Positive Behavior Support Facilitator (PBSF) 

• Individuals recognized by a positive behavior 
supports organizations 

• Clinician qualified to provide psychological 
consultation, per regulations 12VAC30-122-550

Contact multiple providers to increase 
likelihood of timely services!!
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30 Days from ISP to Service Authorization
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30 Days from ISP to Service Authorization
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What if we can’t obtain a provider or service authorization in 30 days?

How can we get more providers in our rural area?

https://dbhds.virginia.gov/developmental-services/behavioral-services/ 

https://dbhds.virginia.gov/developmental-services/provider-network-supports/ 

https://dbhds.virginia.gov/developmental-services/behavioral-services/
https://dbhds.virginia.gov/developmental-services/provider-network-supports/


Locating Therapeutic Behavioral Consultation 
Providers

• Behaviorist Search Engine: dbhds.virginia.gov/developmental-services/behavioral-services
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Locating Providers

Therapeutic Behavioral Consultation: WaMS Update and The Behaviorist Search Engine



8

Locating Providers
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The August 1, 2024, update to WaMS will change the 
required responses related to Therapeutic Behavioral 
Consultation services. 

An individual identified as in need of therapeutic 
services should be connected to a behaviorist within 30 
days.  An authorization needs to be in place within 30 
days.   

 

The Behaviorist Search Engine on the DBHDS 
Behavioral Services website has been created to assist 
in locating behaviorists in a timely manner by providing 
contact information for the providers operating in your 
area. 
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Learning Goal Review
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