
5th amendment

5th amendment– 
A part of the U.S.  
Constitution that  
protects you from  
(a) being forced to talk 
to the police when you 
are arrested, or (b) being 
forced to testify against 
yourself in court.  The 

“right to remain silent”  
and “pleading the  
fifth” come from this 
amendment.



AdjudicAtion

Adjudication–
The decision made by the 
judge at the end of a trial. 
The judge may say that 
the defendant is guilty, 
not guilty or that the 
charges are dismissed.



Adult criminAl court/ 
court of record

Adult criminal court / 
court of record–
A Court where trials for 
adults are held. Adult 
Criminal Court is a Court 
of Record because every-
thing that happens at an 
adult trial is written down 
by a Court reporter. That 
written record is open for 
anyone to read.



AllegAtion

Allege / Allegation–
To say that someone did 
something. Something 
that someone says  
happened. A statement  
of the issues in a  
written document (a 
pleading) which a  
person is prepared to 
prove in court.



AppeAl

Appeal–
You can make an appeal 
after your trial is over.  
When you make an  
appeal, you ask a higher 
court to decide whether 
the trial that just ended 
was done the right way. 
To have your case heard 
over again in a higher 
Court by a different judge.  
Reasons to appeal:
  · The judge said you were  
    guilty and you want  
    another chance.
  · You think the punishment  
    the judge gave you was  
    not fair.



bAiliff

bailiff–
An officer of the court 
who maintains order  
in the courtroom and  
protects the judge.



ArrAignment

Arraignment–
The first time you go in
front of a judge for a
hearing in a criminal case.
At your arraignment,
  · You will hear the  
    charges against you,  
    the defendant.
  · A lawyer will be given  
    to you if you cannot pay      
    for one.
  · You will enter your plea.
  · You can plead not  
    guilty, guilty, or  
    no contest.



Attorney- 
An attorney is a lawyer.  
Lawyers are licensed to 
practice law in court.  
They know how courts 
work. Defense attorneys, 
prosecutors and  
guardians ad litem are  
all attorneys.Attorney



Attorney-Client  
Privilege–
(1) A defense lawyer must 

protect and keep secret any 

information his client tells 

him, unless the client gives 

the lawyer permission to  

tell someone else.  

(2) Attorney–client  

privilege is important  

because a lawyer can do 

a better job of helping a 

young person in court if the 

young person has told him 

everything that happened.Attorney-Client  
Privilege



BenCh triaL

Bench trial–
(1) In a bench trial, the 
judge decides the verdict: 
whether the defendant is 
guilty or not guilty. 

(2) All trials in juvenile 
court are bench trials, 
because the judge decides 
all the verdicts.



Beyond a reasonable 
doubt–
The amount of proof 
needed for the judge  
or the jury to find a  
defendant guilty in a  
criminal trial. Proof that 
makes us sure that the 
charge is true.Beyond a reasonaBLe douBt



Burden of proof–
The state has the job or 
responsibility (burden) to 
prove that the defendant 
in a criminal case is guilty 
of the offense “beyond a 
reasonable doubt”.

Burden of proof



Charge

Charge–
What the prosecutor says 
a defendant did that is 
against the law.



community service

community service–
Work the court makes you 
do. The Court orders you 
to do this work for no pay.  
The court may require a 
defendant who has  
been found guilty to do 
community service as 
part of a sentence, or as 
an easier punishment in  
a plea agreement.



Convict / Conviction–
To find someone guilty of 
an offense at the end of a 
Court trial. 

A decision by a judge or 
jury that the defendant is 
guilty at the end of a trial.

ConviCt / ConviCtion



Court-appointed  
attorney–
Attorney or lawyer who 
was chosen by the judge 
to help and represent a 
defendant, when the  
defendant cannot pay the 
lawyer. A Court-appointed 
lawyer helps a defendant 

by defending him  
in court.

Court-appointed attorney



court clerk

court clerk–
A Court worker who 
handles the business of 
a Court, keeps papers for 
each case, and helps the 
judge run the Court.



court reporter

court reporter–
 A court reporter records 
or types all of the words 
spoken during a trial in 
Adult Criminal Court.  
She keeps a record of  
everything that happens 
in a Court of Record.



cross examination–
After a witness is  
questioned by one  
lawyer, the lawyer for  
the other side asks the 
witness questions.

cross exAminAtion



defendAnt

defendant–
  · The person who is  
    accused of breaking  
    the law. 
  · The person who is  
    charged with an offense  
    or a crime. 



Defense Attorney / 
Lawyer for the  
Defense–
The lawyer who:
  · Is on your side.
  · Helps tell the judge     
    your side of the story.
  · Helps you get the  
    easiest punishment or  
    the best deal.
  · Protects your rights.

Defense Attorney



detention hearing–
Court hearing to decide 
whether the court will 
make the young person 
stay in the juvenile 
detention center.

detention hearing



disposition or  
sentence–
The punishment or  
consequences the judge 
gives you, if you are found 
guilty. A disposition is  
the punishment given in 
juvenile Court. A sentence 
is the punishment given 
in adult criminal Court.

disposition / sentence



evidence–
Information used to prove 
that the young person is 
guilty or not guilty.

Evidence is information 
that helps the Judge or 
the jury decide whether a 
defendant is guilty or not 
guilty.

evidence



felony

felony–
A serious charge or  
offense. Some felony 
charges can result in  
the defendant being 
transferred to adult  
criminal court for trial  
if the defendant is  
old enough. 



grand jury

grand jury–
A group of people who  
listen to evidence of  
criminal charges  
presented by the  
prosecutor.  The grand  
jury decides whether 
there is probable cause,  
or good reason, to  

believe that the  
defendant did  
something that was 
against the law. 



Guardian ad litem

Guardian ad litem–
A lawyer given to a  
young person by the 
court to guard or protect 
the best interests of that 
young person. 

A guardian ad litem  
does not defend against 
criminal charges.



guilty–
A decision by the  
judge or a jury that the 
prosecution has proven in 
court that the defendant 
committed an offense.

guiLty



helping your lawyer

helping your  
lawyer–
The best way to help your 
lawyer is to:
  · Tell the truth.

  · Tell all of the story, even  

    the parts you think  

    might get you into  

    trouble (including the  

    details like who, what,  

    when, where and why).

  · Tell about all  

    possible witnesses 

    and evidence.



indiCt / indiCtment

indict / indictment–
The formal charge from 
a grand jury stating that 
there is enough evidence 
that the defendant broke 
the law, or committed an 
offense, to have a trial.



innocent until  
proven guilty

innocent until  
proven guilty–
Before you go to trial, the 
judge or jury thinks you 
are not guilty. You will 
only be found guilty if  
the prosecution is able  
to prove to the court  
“beyond a reasonable 
doubt” that you broke  
the law (committed  
the offense).



judge

judge–
  · Is the Boss of the  
    courtroom.
  · Decides if you, the  
    defendant, are guilty  
    or not guilty in a bench  
    trial. The judge’s  
    decision is based on  
    evidence and the  
    testimony of witnesses.
  · Gives punishments to  
    defendants found guilty  
    in juvenile trials.
 · Makes sure that trials  
    are fair, and that  
    defendants’ rights are  
    protected.



jury–
• In adult criminal court, a    
  group of people that  
  listens to the evidence  
  and to the testimony of  
  the witnesses. Then, the  
  jury decides if the  
  defendant is guilty or    
  not guilty.

• Juries usually have  
  12 people. All 12  
  members of the jury  
  must agree on a  
  verdict of “not guilty”  
  or a verdict of “guilty”.

jury



juveniLe detention Center

juvenile detention 
Center - 
A locked building where 
the court may place young 
people because they have 
been charged with an of-
fense, or because the court 
has found them guilty of 
an offense.



Lawyer–
A lawyer is an attorney.  
Lawyers know what to  
do and what to say in 
court. Lawyers are  
licensed by the state to 
practice law in court.  
Defense attorneys,  

prosecutors and  
guardians ad litem  
are all lawyers.

Lawyer



Miranda Rights–
You have the right to  
know that if you are  
arrested (1) you have a 
right to have your lawyer 
in the room whenever  
anyone asks you  
questions; (2) you have  
the right to remain silent; 
and (3) anything you 
say can and will be used 
against you in court.

MiRanda Rights



misdemeanor

misdemeanor–
A criminal offense that  
is less serious than a  
felony offense.



no contest

no contest–
  • A plea that means that  
    the defendant will not  
    “contest’ or argue  
    against the charge.
  • The judge will treat a  
    “no contest” plea as  
    an admission of  
    responsibility; however,  
    it is not a guilty plea.
  • There will not be a trial,  
    just sentencing by  
    the judge.



nol. pros.  
(nolle prosequi)–
What a prosecutor says 
when he is not going  
to prosecute a case. A  
motion by the prosecutor 
to the Court to dismiss a 
criminal charge.

noL. pros. (nolle prosequi)



not guilty–
1) A plea by a defendant 
to say he did not do  
the offense and he is  
not guilty. 
2) A verdict in a criminal 
case when the judge  
or jury determines that 
the prosecutor has  
not proven that the  
defendant is guilty  
of a charge.

not guilty



closing Arguments–
The final speeches made 
by the defense lawyer 
and the prosecutor to a 
jury or judge, to explain 
what the attorneys say 
the evidence has proved.

closing Arguments



oath–
A promise that a person 
makes to tell the truth  
in court.

oAth



objection  
(sustained / overruled)–
When a lawyer asks the 
judge to decide if a ques-
tion to a witness in court 
is fair or legal. 

If the objection is  
sustained, the witness 
does not have to answer. 

If the Judge overrules 
the objection, the  
witness must answer. 

objection  
(sustained / overruled)



opening Arguments

opening Arguments–
Speeches made first by 
the prosecutor and then 
by the defense lawyer  
at the beginning of a  
trial, before evidence is  
introduced, to tell the 
judge and/or jury what  
to expect.



perjury–
When a witness lies in 
court after swearing to 
tell the truth (promising  
to tell the truth). 

Perjury is a crime. 

Perjury is a felony offense.

perjury



pleA

plea–
A defendant’s official  
answer in the courtroom 
to a criminal charge.  
A defendant can enter  
a different plea for  
each charge.

Examples of a plea may 
include “not guilty”, “guilty”, 
or “no contest”.



plea agreement /  
plea Bargain–
A deal that is offered  
to the defendant by  
the prosecutor. If the  
defendant accepts a plea 
agreement, he agrees to 
plead guilty, possibly in  
exchange for:
  · A lesser punishment, and/or

  · Reduced charges, and/or

  · Dropping some of the           
    charges against him.

A defendant who 
agrees to a plea  
bargain gives up the 
right to a trial and the 
right to appeal.

pLea agreement / pLea Bargain



plea Colloquy–
• The judge asks you    
  questions to make sure  
  that you are making a plea   
  knowingly, intelligently,  
  and voluntarily.
• If you accept a plea    
  agreement, then you  
  must answer the judge’s  
  questions in the  
  courtroom so that the  

  judge can know that  
  you understand
  - the charges against you,

  - that you are voluntarily  
     pleading guilty to the  
     charges against you,

  - the rights you will lose       
     when you plead guilty, and

   - the punishment you will  
     receive if the judge accepts       
     the plea agreement.pLea CoLLoquy



preLiminary hearing

preliminary hearing–
During a preliminary 
hearing (1) the charges 
against the defendant 
will be read; (2) the  
defendant will be asked 
to say whether his plea is 
“not guilty”, “guilty”, or ‘no 
contest” to each charge; 

(3) The prosecutor  
tries to prove to the 
judge that there is 
“probable cause” that 
an offense has been 
committed and  
that the defendant 
committed the offense.



proBaBLe Cause

probable Cause–
A reasonable belief that  
a person has committed  
a crime. 

The amount and quality 
of information that police 
must have before they can 
search or arrest a suspect 

or before the case can 
go to trial. 



probAtion officer

probation officer–
An officer of the court 
who reports to the  
Judge. He supervises 
young people for the 
court. The probation  
officer makes sure  
juveniles follow their 
probation rules and the 
court’s orders.



prosecutor–
A government lawyer 
who investigates and  
tries criminal cases.  
The prosecutor brings 
information, evidence  
and witnesses to court  
to prove to the judge  
or to the jury that a 
defendant is guilty. 

prosecutor



restitution

restitution–
Returning things or  
money to the owner.   

In a criminal case, the  
defendant may be  
required to return  
stolen property, or to  
repay the victim for 
things that were stolen  
or to make up for  
harm done.



rights–
Privileges that each  
person in the United 
States has because of 
laws, the Constitution  
or the Bill of Rights.  
Examples of rights  
include the freedom of 
speech, the freedom of  
religion, the right to a  
trial, the right to an  
attorney, the right to  
remain silent, and the 
right to appeal.

rights



self-incriminAtion

self-incrimination–
Telling on yourself. 
Testifying against yourself 
during a criminal trial.



testify/testimony

testify/testimony–
To answer questions in 
court. When a witness 
tells the judge or the jury 
in court what he has seen 
or heard.  



transfer hearing–
When you go in front  
of a judge for a hearing  
in juvenile court, to  
decide whether you can 
or should be transferred 
to adult criminal court to 
be tried as an adult.

trAnsfer heAring



verdict–
The final decision by the 
judge or jury at the end of 
a trial that the defendant 
is guilty or not guilty.

verdiCt



victim

victim–
A person who says he was 
injured or hurt. 



witness

witness–
A person who testifies in 
court to the judge or the 
jury about what he saw or 
heard during the offense; 
or a person who has an 
important opinion  
about the case (an  
expert witness).
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